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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

L (Currently amended) A hot-swap device applicable to the ATA (AT Attachment) 
intezface, comprising at least an IDE hard disk drive (HDD) controller for processing 
IDE instructions transferred from the ATA interface, wherein at least a program code 
is provided to the IDE hard disk drive controller to respond to the ATA interface with 
a_yirtiml storage device having data for all sectors other than sector 0 when there is no 
^virtual s tomg e d e vic e " - in th e cas e of - locking a real storage device connected to the 
IDE HDD controller via the ATA interface, or to disable response of the virtual 
stora&e device to the ATA interface if a real storage device is connected if the 
program oodo is oxooutod to - oonnoot "a roal atorogo dovioo" to the IDE HDD 
controller via the ATA interface ^ oonnootion of th e IDE - HDD controll e r with ^ th e 
ATA int e rfiio e i& disabl e d s o that to allow the real storage device [[will]] tg respond to 
the ATA interface directly. 

2, (Currently amended) The hot-swap device according to claim 1, wherein the program 
code for responding with the virtual storage device output of "a virtuol storag e 
d e vic e " to the ATA interface is run by the IDE hard disk drive controller to effect 
output of a virtual identifier (ID) table and a virtual partition tabic to the ATA 
interface. 

3. (Currently amended) [[A]] T^e hot-swap device according to claim 1, w herein the 
real storage device is an opplioablo to - th e ATA (AT Altaohmcnt) int e rface, compriaine 
an - int e gratcd drive olootroniog (IDE) hard disk d e vic e controll e r for proc e ssing - IPS 
instruotionfl transf e rr e d from th e ATA interfaoo, wher e in at l e a$t a progmm oode ^ ifl 
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provided - to^c IDS hard dtidc drivo controll e r for th e sam e to e x e cut e and r e spond - to 
th e ATA int e rfac e "a virtual stomfio dovioo" in tho ooao of laoldng a rool otorogo do^'ioo 
conncct e d - to - the - IDE hard diflk drivo controllor, or n - e sp e nd - to tho ATA intorfaoo "a 
rool gtorago device - i^th e program cod e is e x e cut e d to oomi e ct a "real storag e devio e^^ 
with - the IDE hard disk drive. 

4. (Currently amended) The hot-swap device according to claim [[3]] i, wherein the real 
storage device is a compact-flash memory storage device, 

5. (Cancelled). 



10 



PAGE 1(t/12'RCVDATW04 9:07:28 AM [Eastern DayligMM^ 



